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USDA SAYSNO TAINTED BEEF IN MISSISSI PPI

Officialswith the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) say none
of the almost 300,000 pounds of ground beef being recalled by a major meat
processing company madeit to Mississippi. 1owa Beef Processors (1BP) issued a
voluntary recall of morethan 282,000 pounds of ground beef after a sample from
oneof itslllinois processing plants was found to contain a virulent strain of E. coli
bacteria.

“I1BP published alist of meat wholesalersthat could have received a
shipment from their Jodlin, Illinois plant processed on April 14, the day the sample
found to betainted was processed,” said Robert L esley, Communications Dir ector
for the Mississippi Department of Agricultureand Commerce (MDAC). “There
was one wholesaler from Mississippi on that list, so our state wasreported as one of
20 that possibly had contaminated beef. An investigation by USDA field officers
determined that, in fact, none of the beef now being recalled ever cameto
Mississippi.

Health officials say that, so far, there have been no reported illnesseslinked
to the meat. Consumerswanting more information about therecall can contact the
USDA hotline at (800) 535-4555.
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